CHNSA Spring, 2026 Newsletter
Hi Skiers,
We recently finished tabulating the results of the end-of-season survey that you received awhile ago, and we wanted to share some results and a response with you.  We sent out about 1600 surveys and almost 300 of you took the time to reply.  We are truly grateful for the enthusiasm and support of the community.
Among the obvious concerns was the aesthetic impact of the logging that occurred last summer/fall.  The decision to go ahead with the logging was a difficult one, as we (four—I and 3 other landowners) knew the visual impact would be a shocker.  In the end, it was clear that much of the Norway spruce stand, planted in the early 1940s, was punky and beginning to die off.  To leave it would have resulted in increasing wind damage and a different kind of unsightliness.  We will need to shift our focus ahead a few years as new signs of regeneration begin to assert themselves and the visual landscape softens.  It will happen!  The flip side of the coin is that the logging up beyond “Yurtville” created skid roads that have become improved trails.
Another concern for some skiers …”what is the CHNSA niche?”  As the sport of Nordic skiing has evolved, those with different preferences have evolved:  casual touring, classical track skiing, skating, racing, backcountry, and AT (alpine touring).  The feel of our trails and the way we manage grooming them have both evolved over time as well, but we are making conscious efforts to offer a diverse experience for all Nordic skiers.  Some prefer a narrower trail that offers a greater sense of intimate contact with the natural environment.  Thus, the “south side” trails are maintained as narrower trails, while trails that have been renovated on the way up to Lion’s Ridge are wider due to the logging operation a few years ago that left wider skid roads.  Others may prefer skating and the wider trail that requires.  Some prefer powder skiing, while others revel in a perfect, groomed corduroy surface.  
As the trail network has expanded, the grooming challenges have grown.  The purchase of a Pisten Bully groomer a few years ago provided us with a more efficient grooming capability, but with a different feel.  Some trails have been widened a bit to accommodate the greater width of the PB, and the snow surface has changed a bit where grooming is more intensive.   Everyone loves a powder day, so we tend to leave those 1-3” dustings for a day or two before refreshing the groomed surface.  And, for real powder hounds, we will always maintain backcountry options, including Lion’s Ridge, Town Forest Trail, Catamount (Honey Hollow) Trail, the Camel’s Hump Challenge Trail, and projected glade skiing on Bald Hill.
The last few years have seen steady growth in season pass purchases at CHNSA.  The Board of CHNSA has begun asking what does our future look like.  To help clarify, we are planning a day retreat at Yurtville’s Dark Star cabin in June to contemplate this question.  On the agenda will be items like the “dog question” (which had plenty of lively commentary), additional trail maintenance and construction, greater transparency, landowner relations, the possibility of a larger warming shelter at the parking lot, climate change resilience, and future operational and governance structure.
Stay tuned for our first trail workday…not yet on the calendar!  One of the first tasks as the newest trails dry out will be spreading grass seed and mulch.  And, if you’re so inclined, we are still planning significant machine maintenance and trail construction for the summer, so your tax deductible donations are gratefully welcomed (to to www.camelshumpskiers.org!!   Or, send a check to Camels Hump Nordic, PO Box 43, Huntington, VT 05462.  And, thanks!!
Dave Brautigam, President Emeritus
Camels Hump Nordic
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