November, 2025 Camels Hump Nordic Newsletter
Hi XC Skiers. We have seen some heavy snow amounts on the upper reaches of Camel’s Hump, so we imagine you are curious about what the trails here at CHSNA are looking like. 
As usual, we are behind the curve in terms of readiness to open for early season skiing.  As a volunteer organization, there always seems to be more to get done, so when do we anticipate opening?  We have hunters occupying their camps until the end of hunting season, so the magic number for opening day at CHN is December 15th.  
Logging has preoccupied us, with a lot going on. All logging on core trails was completed as of about October 15th.  Our task since has been to get the parking lot cleaned up, repair the drainage at the bottom of Bear Scat Draw, and remove the many cords of firewood around the edges of the parking lot. That is taking some heavy lifting, and we rely on our neighbor and partner, Nils Smith, whose expertise and skills with heavy equipment have been invaluable to CHN.
Nils has also been working with landowners, Jeff Chapman and Julia Austin, to clean up many of the roads/trails that were trashed during the logging that was completed on their land last year and has historically been the home of trails like Woodchuck Ramble, Upper Woodchuck, Bear Claw, and the beginning of Lion’s Ridge.  This was a tall order, and Nils has mostly finished that work for them.  As the weather closes in, some work will need to wait until next summer when Upper Woodchuck will be rehabbed and the bottom portion of the Woodchuck Ramble trail will be re- connected to the log landing at the end of the Gullywhumper trail. However, CHN will be fortunate to be able to take advantage this winter of the work Jeff and Julia have overseen in making their land available once again for some great skiing.
All of this work comes with a significant price tag.  We see a need to establish a fund for grooming equipment maintenance and repair; some of our several bridges are approaching the need for replacement; and there is still trail improvement and construction ahead, so …we are feeling the need for a price hike to our trail fees.  The $15 day pass will remain the same until next year, while our season pass rates will jump as of the tentative opening day of December 15th.  
Individual   $100  $125         Family   $175    $225
Individual + Canine   $130  $155           Family + Canine    $205  $260
So…take advantage of the last couple of weeks of the lower prices of the last few years and purchase your 2025-26 season pass now.  And, please consider a tax-deductible donation to CHNSA. We still have work to do in realizing the completion of our envisioned trail network….and what comes next??!!  Here is the link to purchase passes and make donations: camelshumpskiers.org 
Dave Brautigam, President
Camels Hump Nordic
P.S.  Look for a new road sign this season…AND we have created a Camels Hump Nordic T-shirt to match (link for purchase coming soon)!
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