January 25, 2016

Hi CHNSA Skiers,
 
We finally have some decent snow conditions, and this weekend was a busy one as many skiers came out for the first time.  However, with the season off to a slower start than we'd like, our membership support is significantly behind last year.  We are at just under 70 memberships (including several first time members), however, there are almost 50 memberships, either individual or family, that have not renewed for this year.  We're hoping that, despite the late start to winter, you'll consider membership renewal—or a first time membership—to help support the many future projects in the works here at CHNSA.
 
In a fun community collaboration, CHNSA is supporting the local elementary school ski program by providing grooming support at the school grounds (thanks to parent, volunteer groomer, and former CHNSA Board member, Brett Lindemuth), while Sleepy Hollow Ski Center provides the ski gear and the Catamount Trail Association provides the instruction.
 
Any day now we should be receiving a new grooming implement that will reduce the number of passes we have to make when using the snowmobile for combing the trails and setting tracks.  And, we have several projects in the works that will become reality only with your continued support.  We're pleased to note that we have received a second grant from the Outdoor Gear Exchange to further our work on renovating the Woodchuck Ramble trail next summer.  This project will entail significant excavation work, multiple bridges and culverts, and much volunteer labor, in addition to your membership support to help finance the project.  
 
We are currently working with landowners on a major project to extend the Big Baldy trail east onto higher elevation terrain on the west side of Bald Hill.  We hope to see that project completed next summer as well.  And, talks are in progress with the Catamount Trail Association (CTA), Windekind Farm, and Fielder Farm owners, and the Vermont Dept of FP&R to explore the possibility of new trails, also on the west side of Bald Hill between Bert White Rd and Camel's Hump Road to the south.
 
While it may be most exciting to look forward to new trail projects, there are also significant maintenance issues to attend to on our existing trail network.  
 
With 100% membership renewals (OK maybe that’s a longshot), we would go well over 100 memberships for the first time and add another $5000 to our bank balance toward future trailwork and CHNSA's continued viability.  Hope you'll consider helping us break that 100 membership barrier.
 
Thanks and enjoy the new snow!
 
Sincerely,
Dave Brautigam, President
CHNSA

