CHNSA Spring Newsletter and Wrap-Up
Hi Skiers,
It seems like quite awhile since the snow melted and the season ended.  The crabapples have blossomed and we have put some tomato plants in the ground.  It’s a good time to take a few moments to share with you a wrap-up of the season and plans for the next.
We had, without a doubt, the best season in our forty-five year history.  The consistently cold weather contributed to great snow conditions, and we had plenty of both.  We had 151 individual season passholders and 134 family memberships, far surpassing our previous high.  We were floored by the generosity and the affirmation of our work  with the anonymous $10,000 gift for trailwork that we received last fall from a long time supporter, as it prompted an outpouring of an additional forty donations from supporters for off-season improvements to the trails this summer/fall.  We’re eager to put these donations to work on the trails this summer/fall.
Our first task will be to mitigate logging damage to Upper Woodchuck Ramble along the base of the dramatic ledges, so we can bring that trail back in to the groomed network.
We are also excited to get started on the creation of a new “Poole’s Haunt” trail, which has been on the drawing board for several years.  This new trail will offer a meandering route with a gentle climb running from the lower part of Dead River Run to a 4-way intersection with Big Baldy and Upper Crow’s Foot.  
We also hope to complete additional work extending the Gateway Loop, and do repairs on Gullywhumper and Upper Crow’s Foot.
Any long term look at woodland management involves the reality of CHANGE.  One of the changes we are looking at here at CHN is the fate of the Norway spruce plantation that was first planted in the late 1930s and spans parts of Bear Scat Draw, Big Baldy, Stagecoach Road.  The trees, which have mostly reached maturity and are not regenerating, are becoming more vulnerable to wind damage, some of which you may have noticed in spots last year.  The consensus among foresters familiar with the plantation is that a harvest of the Norway spruce is highly recommended. 
So…the takeaway is that portions of familiar trails may look quite different next winter.  Areas where the spruce is cut will look kind of raw at first, but will generate native species—white birch, poplar, ash, red maple and striped maple—which will take over the landscape over time and soften the visual impact of the logging.  Be prepared, OK??!!k
In the meantime, if you care to donate to CHN so we can carry on with our trail work, we are a charitable 501c3.  Your donations are tax deductible and would go one hundred percent to trail work and/or retiring the debt on our Pisten Bully grooming machine (we have $21,000 to go at $600 per month).  Donations can be made out to Camel’s Hump Nordic and sent to PO Box 43, Huntington, 05462, or made through Paypal at our website: www.camelshumpskiers.org  
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