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Camel’s Hump Nordic Ski Area

July 11, 2024
Hello CHNSA Skiers,
There is a lot going on up here at CHNSA that may be of interest to you, so here we go!

First, you have received over the last few months, a couple of notices of land for sale on the CHNSA trail network.  To be precise, three important parcels of 22 acres, 129 acres, and 267 acres went up for sale.  The 22 acre parcel includes the upper portion of the popular Dead River Run trail.  The 129 acre parcel takes in the terrain including Woodchuck Ramble and the beginning of the Lion’s Ridge trail leading to CHSP.  Finally, the 267 acre parcel includes Upper and Lower Crow’s Foot loop; the Saddle Road, from the big bridge up to and including the Gateway Loop; and groomed access to Bald Hill and the Camel’s Hump Challenge Trail.
These trails are clearly core trails in the CHNSA network, and the total asking price for the three parcels on the open market was a daunting sum of over $815,000.  Incredibly, once the word went out that CHNSA needed the support of the xc ski community to keep the land in skier-friendly ownership, the response was gratifying.  In addition to our notice to the CHNSA email list, the Catamount Trail Association reached out to its membership about the land sales.  The Vermont Land Trust and the Trust for Public Lands also reached out with a desire to help.  The seller of the two larger parcels graciously delayed putting his land on the open market for two weeks while CHNSA started beating the bushes to identify potential buyers, and the owner of the 22 acre parcel including Dead River Run came to CHNSA directly to say he wanted to keep his land open to skiers in the ownership transition.  And, I’m happy to report that, amazingly, all three parcels have found new, skier-friendly owners for the foreseeable future.
The second item of great interest has to do with the health of the Norway spruce plantation that spans four different parcels around the base of Cobble Hill.  The damaging windstorms of last December caused significant impact to the spruce.  Many tops snapped off, and other whole trees were uprooted.  We were grateful that the CHNSA community responded with a turnout of over twenty volunteers to help with the early season trail clearing.  In the aftermath, Ethan Tapper, the Chittenden County forester toured the damaged plantation and concluded that:  1.  The remaining standing spruce were more vulnerable to future wind damage; 2.  The Norway spruce are a non-native species that aren’t regenerating; 3.  The Norway spruce are reaching full maturity; 4. It makes sense to do a salvage harvest of the remaining spruce to avoid future damage to trails and recoup the value of remaining spruce timber.
So….this letter is to let CHNSA skiers know that things will look different next winter in areas you are used to seeing large standing spruce.  We’re doing our best to manage the harvest so that the aesthetics are considered as much as possible.
Finally (for this newsletter), I’ll close with a reminder that CHNSA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, contributions to which are tax-deductible.  We are paying down the approximately $27,000 balance due on the Pisten Bully, and we currently have about $12,000-$13,000 allotted for trail maintenance and new trail construction.  So, any donation you make will go toward the pay-down of the groomer and additional trail work.  Stay tuned for details in another newsletter update.  
We would normally invite you to walk the trails this summer, but for now we’re asking you to steer clear of logging that is about to commence.  Thanks!!  
Dave Brautigam, President, CHNSA
P.O. Box 43, Huntington, VT 05462 • 802.735.5490
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